-University of Arizona 'Mosaics, megabases and Matryoshki: a leaf to landscape perspective on the symbiotic renaissance', Margaret McFall-Ngai -University of Hawaii 'Waging peace: diplomatic relations in animal-bacterial symbioses', Seth BordensteinVanderbilt University 'The genetic legacy of bacteriophage in animal reproduction', Joel Sachs -University of California at Riverside 'Cheating and punishment in plant-bacterial symbioses', Gary Stacey -University of Missouri Columbia 'Can we transfer biological nitrogen fixation to non-leguminous plants?'. In addition there was an evening keynote address by Ed Yong -science journalist and writer 'Telling stories about microbes and the people who study them'.
The congress was organized into thematic sessions like 'Ecology of symbiosis' and focused sessions on, for example, 'Symbiodinium', 'lichens', 'bacterial-coral interactions', 'virus interactions', 'Mycorrhizae', 'protists and Cnidarians', etc. In addition to the daily talks, there were early evening poster sessions with a total of 65 posters that, with the available excellent light refreshments, provided lively discussion between the congress participants. Another highlight of the 9th ISS Congress was the banquet, which was held outside in an orchard, at Cornelius Farm (Fig. 3) . Lively entertainment was provided by a local Ska band (a mix of rock and reggae) called Ludicrous Speed.
As in previous congresses there was a Symbiosis Education Session. This has been a tradition since the second Congress in Cape Cod in 1996. It was introduced by Douglas Zook who, in the no-longer published 'Symbiosis newsletter' (vol. 1, issue 1, page 3), reported that 'five "stations" or learning centers were established in the room, partly as an attempt to directly model innovative pedagogy by truly involving participants at learning and doing rather than only by a listening and lecturing process (...) It was fluid and fertile in a stimulating setting.' This year's session, organized by MarcAndré Selosse, Sharon L. Doty and Patricia Stock, incorporated no less than 21 displays! (Table 1) . Each leader displayed his/her research model and suggested ways of teaching about the particular symbiosis. The Education session always attracts a good audience made up of teachers looking for tricks and material to teach (Fig. 4) . A lot of colleagues also attended, simply being curious about the research models that others use. All were intrigued by the great diversity of the displays, experimental approaches and observations (Fig. 5) . OSU students helped by providing microscopes, screens, computers and equipment in the two rooms set aside and devoted to the displays of symbiosis teaching material (Fig. 6 ). The success of the session means that it will remain a hallmark of ISS congresses. We thank all the contributors and look forward to the session at the 10th ISS Congress in Lyon, France. One of the defining features of this particular ISS congress was a preponderance of talks on cnidariandinoflagellate symbiosis, which arose due to an associated two-day workshop on the 'Aiptasia' (Exaiptasia pallida) model system held directly after the main meeting. This workshop was supported by NSF funding to Virginia Weis (OSU), Arthur Grossman (Carnegie Institute), John Pringle (Stanford University), and Matt DeGennaro and Mauricio Rodriguez-Lanetty (both Florida-International University), and involved over 50 invitees from around the world. These invitees included academics and research students from both traditional universities and liberal arts colleges, highlighting the twin goals of identifying research priorities and opportunities, and the application of the Aiptasia model system to undergraduate teaching. The workshop was both hugely stimulating and productive, resulting in improved integration and communication across the rapidly expanding Aiptasia field, and clear goals for future research and teaching ventures. The ISS Congress provides an ideal opportunity for satellite meetings and we strongly encourage others to organize similar events in the future.
We trust that you find the proceedings of the 9th ISS Congress as interesting and enjoyable as we who attended the Congress did when attending the lectures and poster sessions. We thank the organizing committee for their Fig. 5 Active demonstrations of the various symbiotic systems in one of the two demonstration areas Fig. 4 The Education session at the ISS Congress where lively discussions took place over the various presentations splendid work, led by Virginia Weis of OSU, who was ably supported by Toby Spribille, Amanda Brown, Thomas Sharpton and Sharon Doty, as well at the students including 10 undergraduate and a group of graduate students who served as volunteers at the registration desk. They offered their assistance and gave up many hours of their time to ensure that the conference ran so smoothly with the help of the others at the OSU conference centre. Together, they organized a truly outstanding congress that was intellectually stimulating, provided excellent meals and concluded with a memorable banquet.
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